
Synodal Pathway 

Pope Francis has called for a Synod to be held in 2023. As part of the 

preparations for this Synod, local dioceses in every country have been asked to 

engage in a ‘Synodal Pathway’ to enter into a conversation with members of 

the local parishes. Currently a number of people are being trained to lead these 

conversations and we will announce when and where these events will take 

place. The Pope has requested that the Prayer for the Synod be recited every 

day as we approach the Synod. Copies of the Prayer are available in the 

porches of the Church. 

Synod Prayer 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 

As we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, 

Make yourself at home in our hearts; 
Teach us the way we must go 
And how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
Do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us 
Down the wrong path 

Nor partiality influence our actions. 
Let us find in You our unity 

So that we may journey together to eternal life 
And not stray from the way of truth 

And what is right. 
All those we ask of You 

Who are at work in every place and time, 
In the communion of the Father 

And the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Welcome to this special edition of the parish 

newsletter. As we begin the new year of 2022, we as a 

parish team would like to bring you up to date on 

happenings in the parish since our last edition. 
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MASS TIMES 
 

Sunday 
Vigil (Sat evening) 6.00pm,  
Sunday: 8.45am, 10.15am, 12.00noon 
 
Weekdays 
Monday to Saturday: 10.00am 



Comings and Goings 
Before Christmas a number of key people in the parish retired or stepped 
down. 
 
As most people know, Fr. Paddy Devitt retired as PP during the summer 
and moved to his new abode in Cabinteely in September. Fr. Liam Lacey 
was appointed to take on the responsibility of Parish Priest and he moved 
into Presbytery No 1. 
 
Our Parish Secretary, Caitriona Fogarty stepped down after 13 years 

service to the Parish. We thank her for her commitment to the role over the 

years and wish her well as she embarks on a new phase in her life. 

 

The Chairperson of our Parish Pastoral Council, Anthony Holmes 

unfortunately had to step down before Christmas owing to ill health. He 

was just a few weeks shy of completing his term of office. His wife 

Elizabeth also stepped down as a member of the PPC and we wish them 

both every blessing and good health for the coming year. Other members 

of the Pastoral Council have completed their term and we thank them for 

their commitment and service to the Parish.  

  

New Principal 
Teresa Buckley, Principal of Harold Boys School, announced prior to 
Christmas of her intention to retire in February. We thank her for her 
wise leadership of the School for the past 15 years and we wish her 
good health in her retirement.  Ms Pauline Lennon has been 
appointed as the new Principal.  May God’s blessing be with her as she 
takes over this role. 

Celebration of Sacraments 

The Celebration of the Sacraments has resumed, and Baptisms 

are taking place on the regular dates. With the Omicron variant 

sweeping through the country we are vigilant about numbers 

attending these services.  

The Celebration of First Holy Communion for the local Primary 

Schools has been taking place since October for the groups who 

missed out in 2020 & 2021. More are to be celebrated in the 

coming weeks.  

The Sacrament of Confirmation was postponed just before 

Christmas, but it is hoped to reschedule this soon. 

 

It is hoped to celebrate the  First Communion and Confirmation 

for those in 2nd and 6th Classes before the Summer break. Dates 

and further information will follow in the coming weeks. 

Parish Finance Committee 

The Parish Finance Committee has continued its remit to 

oversee the financial aspects of the parish and also to keep a 

watchful eye on Parish Property. 

  

A more detailed Financial Statement will be issued in due 

course. Arising from an assessment of the state of Our 

Lady’s Hall, and the Presbyteries, works have been carried 

out on the roof of Our Lady’s Hall and work will commence 

on addressing issues with the Presbyteries. The grounds of 

the Church will also receive attention. 

  

The operation of the Church Car Park by Park Rite has been 

kept under review and while charges have increased in 

recent times and the hours of operation extended, it has 

brought in welcome funds to supplement our income. It is 

under regular review and where it is deemed appropriate, 

adjustments will be made. 


